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(Environmental Magic
continued from page §)

The "Performance Video"
consisted of a 10-minute
community meeting on
environmental issues. Six
magicians each performed one
of the tricks from the kit.
TNRCC started using the magic
kits as a tool for their trainers
and the kit

was designated a "Model Project" by Region 6 of the
EPA.

More than a hundred trainers became part-time
environmental magicians, using the kits to make their
presentations more exciting. In addition to their use

by TNRCC trainers, kits found their way into schools,
nature centers and other environmental agencies. The
magic spread throughout Central Texas and trickled into
other states from California to Florida.

The Cypress Nature Study Center in Benton, Louisiana,
used the tricks in the kits for field trips. Environmental
Magic became a subject taught and performed at The
Kent Cummins Magic Camp in Austin. "Al the Garden
Pal' started using environmental magic in Florida. A
magician in the UK even ordered the Environmental
Magic Book to help him create environmentally-themed
shows overseas.

In the last few years, the excitement began to wane.
Managers and trainers were reassigned, new ideas were
developed and Magic Hotline stopped marketing the kit.
Then a few weeks ago, interest seemed to flare up again.
I got a phone call from Jean Wright of the Clean Rivers
Program of the Houston-Galveston Area Council. She
thought the Environmental Magic Kit would be good for
Houston's big "Trash Bash" environmental clean-up
event and that she wanted 17 of the kits.

Meanwhile, I received 3 separate orders from Project
WET coordinators in Georgia. And my staff at The
Kent Cummins Magic Camp, which recently converted
to nonprofit status, asked me to ramp up our efforts to
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make the camp environmentally
friendly. Sue Bumpous, who had
been my primary point of contact
at TNRCC but is now with the
NAAEE (North American
Association for Environmental
Education) in Boston asked us to
present the kit at the NAAEE
conference in Wichita next
October.

So I’ve put The Environmental
Magic Kit back into production.

%

AiM Productions converted the VHS videos into DVDs,
Magic Hotline updated the book and we have started
adding new products for our booth at the NAAEE
meeting next fall. You can learn more and see the new
logo at www.environmentalmagic.org.

Kent Cummins, MAGIC HOTLINE, 7306 Scenic Brook
Dr,

Austin, TX 78736, (512) 288-1596

A sustainable modern home on a budget
By Kelly W. Foster, AIA

A new house in East Austin challenges the idea that
sustainable building and quality design have to be
complicated and expensive. Designed by CF Architecture
for Gary and Linda Citron of 2736 Partners, the house
at 5004 Delores is a modestly scaled spec home that
combines environmental quality with thoughtful modern
design.
How green is it? Austin Energy’s Green Building
Program has promoted sustainable residential
construction practices for 17 years. Its ranks houses
with one to five stars, depending on the green practices
and products used in a home. The house at 5004 Delores
was rated 5 stars — a rare achievement, even for homes
built at a significantly higher cost.

(Continued on page 10)
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To reach these goals, we used
some basic technical strategies
to control the way the building
envelope interacts with its
environment. Windows are
oriented to allow maximum
daylight with a minimum
amount of heat gain. Vaulted
ceilings

keep the heating and air conditioning equipment and
ductwork within the insulated part of the house and
provided a location for a straight, simple duct run up the
spine of the house. These features created a thickened
central zone of the house that separates the public and
private spaces while also providing connections of light
and view throughout the house.

Careful product selection helped to reduce the energy
consumption and improve the indoor air quality. The
windows and many of the appliances and light fixtures
are Energy Star qualified. The plumbing fixtures are
chosen to conserve water. Low V.O.C. paint and
formaldehyde-free insulation and cabinets contribute to
healthy indoor air. Native, draught-tolerant plants
around the house reduce water use while reducing lawn
maintenance.
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Our design for the house responds
to its architectural and social
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environment, maintaining the
single-story scale of the
neighborhood and providing a
generous and welcoming front
porch. Close to public
transportation and a park, the
house promotes a sustainable
lifestyle. Abundant natural light
and the fluid, connected spaces
engender a quality of life well
beyond the house’s modest scale
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beyond the house’s modest scale and budget.

The house at 5004 Delores also satisfies professional
goals for Chris Cobb and I. We founded CF Architecture
with the goal of combining sustainable building practices
with highly site-specific custom design. This project
gave us a great opportunity to demonstrate the value of
thoughtful, sustainable design.

Kelly W. Foster, AIA, CF Architecture, 2830 East MLK
Jr. Blvd. Suite 101, Austin, Texas 78702,
info@cfarchitecture.com

Contacts at the Texas Green Network:

Reed Sternberg
Paul Severin
Steve Harvey
Ken Chambers

Board Chair, Marketing reed@texasgreennetwork.org
Director of Operations — paul@texasgreennetwork.org
Director of Membership steve@texasgreennetwork.org
Newsletter Editor

ken@texasgreennetwork.org

To find out about opportunities to volunteer with the Texas Green Network and
help the network grow, please contact Reed at reed@texasgreennetwork.org.

Texas Green Network
PO Box 302526
Austin, Texas 78703
Telephone number:
Fax number:

512 -917 - 7749
512-692-6182
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